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Consumer capitalism dominates our economy, our politics and our culture. Yet there is a growing

body of research from a range of disciplines that suggests that consumer capitalism may be past its

sell-by date. Beyond Consumer Capitalism begins by showing how, for people in the developed

world, consumer capitalism has become economically and environmentally unsustainable and is no

longer able to deliver its abiding promise of enhancing quality of life . This cutting-edge book then

asks why we devote so little time and effort to imagining other forms of human progress. The

answer, Lewis suggests, is that our cultural and information industries limit rather than stimulate

critical thinking, keeping us on the treadmill of consumption and narrowing our vision of what

constitutes progress. If we are to find a way out of this cul de sac, Lewis argues, we must begin by

analysing the role of media in consumer capitalism and changing the way we organize media and

communications. We need a cultural environment that encourages rather than stifles new ideas

about what guides our economy and our society. Timely and compelling, Beyond Consumer

Capitalism will have strong appeal to students and scholars of media studies, cultural studies and

consumer culture.
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"Examines with eloquence and erudition the rampant consumer capitalism and persistent

neo-liberalism of contemporary society and investigates the mediaÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s collusion in this state

of affairs. This is a book for our times." James Curran, Goldsmiths, University of London  "A



masterpiece. With panache and vision, Lewis makes a powerful case for the severe limitations of

contemporary capitalism for a sustainable or humane society and he locates the commercial

media's fingerprints all over the rotting corpse. Lewis provides a powerful critique and also points

towards a way out. Elegantly written and with a sweeping command of the relevant literature,

Beyond Consumer Capitalism is a book I will use in my classes; it should be required reading for

young people wanting to understand our predicament." Robert W. McChesney, University of Illinois 

"Justin Lewis is one of the world's most acute observers of contemporary cultural politics.

Effortlessly blending political economy, textual analysis and participant observation, his latest book

alerts us, in an incisive but always humane way, to the excesses of consumption. This is an instant

classic with abiding lessons for us all." Toby Miller, University of California Riverside

Justin Lewis is Professor of Communication and Head of the Cardiff School of Journalism, Media

and Cultural Studies at Cardiff University
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